Official Board Minutes

Tuesday, August 8, 2006

On the above written date the President of the Board, Mr. George Stepps, called the regular meeting of the Dollarway School District Board of Education to order at 7:00.  Other members present were Mr. Robert Morehead, Vice President; Mrs. Cathy Hunt, Secretary; Mr. Gene Stewart, Mr. Marvin Walker and Mr. Joe Blanks.  Also present was Mr. Thomas Gathen, Superintendent and Ex-Officio Financial Secretary.  Mr. Martin Golden was absent.

A quorum was established.

The President called for approval of the proposed agenda.  Mr. Morehead moved, seconded by Mr. Stewart, that the agenda be approved.  Motion passed 6-0.  

The President called for approval of the minutes from previous meeting(s).  Mr. Walker offered a correction in the minutes which referred to a committee member as Alice Horton.  The correction was Tonya Harris.  Mr. Stewart moved, seconded by Mr. Walker, that the minutes be approved with the indicated correction.  Motion passed 6-0.

Mrs. Pamela Winkler, District Treasurer and Bookkeeper, provided the financial report for the month ending July 31, 2006.  The amount shown in ledger was provided as being $5,229,286.68.  Amount available for operating was indicated as being $3,625,792.00; building fund as $850,734.00; debt service as $35,748.00; federal funds as $638,936.00; activity fund as $57,387.00; and cafeteria fund as $86,919.00; bringing the total of all funds to $5,224,020.00.  Mr. Morehead moved, seconded by Mr. Stewart, that the financial report be approved.  Motion passed 6-0.

Before going into Executive Session, the Board, upon request of the Superintendent, Mr. Morehead moved, seconded by Mr. Walker, that the agenda be amended for acceptance of milk and bread bids.  Motion passed 6-0.  (Mr. Martin Golden joined the Board.)  The Board went into Executive Session.

Upon return from Executive Session, the President called for recommendations from the Executive Session.  The Superintendent recommended that the Board approve the resignation of Dawn Deshazier as an instructional aide.  Mr. Stewart moved, seconded by Mr. Blanks, that the recommendation be approved. Motion passed 7-0.

The Superintendent recommended that the Board approve hiring of the following slate of candidates; Earnest Moore, Security; Charles McLaugherty, I.S.S.; Velma Barnes, JAG/CIV Lab/Pathways to College; Chandra Lavender, secondary social studies; Latisha Bullard, high school social worker; Evelyn Thompson, Instructional Aide – High School; Vernice Meadows, Middle School Teacher; Herbert Harris, secondary social studies; Hazel Creggett, Middle School Secretary/Attendance; Carlos Allen, M.S. security; Rose Franklin, Dollarway Middle School social worker; Bruce Donald Robinson, Bus Driver/Instructional aide; Otis Goodloe, CEI Lab/Instructional aide; Sheveka Vickers, Elementary social worker; Emil Pridgett- Instructional aide at TPES; Latonya James, Instructional aide at TPES; Sammie Brantley, 2nd grade teacher; Betty Jo Davis, cafeteria cook; Amy Lowe, Special Education aide; Tonya Nesby, Special Education aide; Cassandra Logan, personal aide at Jenkins and bus aide; Evelyn Kentle, Pre-K aide; Mildred Banks, bus driver; Alex Davis, bus driver; Elvis Robinson, bus driver/instructional aide and Shirley Cunningham, K-5 literacy coach.  Mr. Morehead moved, seconded by Mr. Stewart, that the recommendations be approved.  Motion passed 7-0.

The Superintendent requested that the Board approve the milk proposal of Coleman Dairy and the bread proposal of Bobby Hamilton.  Mr. Morehead moved, seconded by Mr. Blanks, that the request be approved.  Motion passed 7-0.  The Superintendent requested that the Board approve the extra duty payment schedule included in packets.  Mrs. Hunt moved, seconded by Mr. Golden, that the request be approved.  Motion passed 7-0.

The Superintendent provided a construction update.  He indicated that demolition of the King Building was completed.  Preparation of the area was being done to pour sidewalks, construct walkway covers and covered pavilions.  Additional parking space was also planned, possibly ten (10) additional parking spaces.

The Superintendent requested that if the Board had had an opportunity to review handbooks, that they be approved.  Mr. Stewart offered a number of modifications relating tardiness, absentees, attendance requirements, double punishment and corporal punishment guidelines.  Mr. Stewart moved, seconded by Mrs. Hunt, that the handbooks be approved with the necessary adjustments and modifications.  Motion passed 7-0.

The Superintendent informed the Board that district-wide staff development had begun today, August 8.  Five more days were scheduled prior to the beginning of school (August 9th & 10th and August 15th, 16th, and 17th).  The Board was asked to come and attend any staff development activities that their schedules would permit.

The Superintendent indicated that the first day of school for students would be Monday, August 21, 2006.  

The floor was opened to the Dollarway Education Association.

The floor was opened to the Personnel Policy Committee.

The floor was opened for public comments.

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas Gathen, Superintendent

Ex-Officio Financial Secretary 

