Official Board Minutes

Special Called Meeting

Tuesday, July 18, 2006

On the above written date, the President of the Board, Mr. George Stepps, called the special called meeting of the Dollarway School District Board of Education to order at 6:00 p.m.  Other members present were Mr. Robert Morehead – Vice President; Mrs. Cathy Hunt – Secretary, Mr. Gene Stewart and Mr. Joe Blanks.  Also present was Mr. Thomas Gathen, Superintendent and Ex-Officio Financial Secretary.

A quorum was established.

A committee consisting of Mrs. Jimmie Clark, Mr. Marvin Ray Walker, Mr. Martin Dexter Golden and Mrs. Tonya Harris was established and charged with the responsibility of recommending to the Dollarway School District Board of Education two (2) members of the annexed District, Altheimer Unified, to represent the patrons of the Altheimer Unified District’s patrons.  This was done as a result of recommendations from Scott Smith, Arkansas Department of Education legal advisor; Kristen Gould and Paul Blume, ASBA attorneys.  The committee met and returned with the names of Mr. Marvin Ray Walker and Mr. Martin Dexter Golden as recommendation.  Mr. Morehead moved, seconded by Mrs. Hunt, that the recommended persons be appointed as the two (2) Board members representing the patrons of the Altheimer Unified District area until appropriate boundaries are drawn and an election held to legally fill the Board positions.  (This action transforms into 7 members the Dollarway School District Board of Education, which was formerly five (5).)  Motion passed 5 – 0.

The Board recessed to await the arrival of the County Clerk to swear in the newly appointed Board members.  At 6:40 p.m. the Board reconvened.  Mrs. Bradley, County Clerk, swore in Mr. Walker and Mr. Golden.  After being sworn in, Mr. Walker and Mr. Golden joined the Board.

Mr. A.V. “Buster” Beardsley, shared with the Board two (2) options in regard to proposed millage proposal.  One proposed a retaining of the 40.8 Dollarway School District and moving the Altheimer Unified rate from 32.6 to 40.8.  The other proposed increasing the Dollarway School District millage rate by 1.5 mills to 42.3 and also equalizing the Altheimer Unified School District at 42.3.  Restructuring of the District’s debt was also proposed in order to increase cash flow.  The Superintendent recommended that they approve Option 1 which reflects a 1.5 millage rate increase.  Mr. Morehead moved, seconded by Mrs. Hunt, to adopt the resolution with the attached proposed budget of Expenditures with Tax Levy for Fiscal year beginning July 1, 2007 to and including June 30, 2008 as printed (Option 1- See attachment).  Motion passed 6 – 1.  Mr. Stewart voted against the motion.

Mr. Morehead moved, seconded by Mrs. Hunt, to submit an “Application for a Permit to Issue Bonds”, with related documents, for a $1,430,000 Refunding Bond Issue to the State Department of Education and to employ Beardsley Public Finance as Fiscal Agent.  Motion passed 6-1.  (Mr. Stewart voted against the motion).

The Superintendent recommended that the Board approve the elimination of the uniform dress code requirement for the Dollarway Middle School, grades 6-8.  Mrs. Hunt moved, seconded by Mr. Blanks, that the recommendation be approved.  Motion passed 7 – 0.

The Board went into Executive Session.

Upon return from Executive Session, the President called for recommendations.  The Superintendent recommended that the Board approve the following slate of hires:  Brenda Barnes – Elementary Principal, Altheimer; Frances Robinson – Secretary; Jolinda Smith – Librarian; Salma Aijaz – Kindergarten Teacher; Melissa Rice – 1st grade teacher; Rita Walters – 2nd grade teacher; Linda Cegars- 3rd grade teacher; Essie Robertson – 4th grade teacher; Cleollia Robinson and Brenda Williams – 5th grade teachers; Merlene Carroll – Cafeteria manager;

Linda Gipson and Diane Evans – Cafeteria cooks; Mark Jynes – Chief Mechanic and Transportation Coordinator; J.L. Freeman – maintenance; Gloria Lewis and Lillie Hunter – custodians; and Tyrell Glynn – Middle School Counselor.  Mr. Morehead moved, seconded by Mrs. Hunt, that the recommendations be approved.  Motion passed 7-0.

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas Gathen, Superintendent

Ex-Officio Financial Secretary    

