Official Board Minutes

July 12, 2005

On the above written date, the President of the Board, Mr. Carroll Wolfe, called the regular meeting of the Dollarway School District Board of Education to order at 7:00 p.m.  Others present were Mr. Harold Tisdale-Vice President; Mr. George Stepps-Secretary; Mrs. Cathy Hunt and Mr. Robert Morehead.  Also present was Mr. Thomas Gathen, Superintendent and Ex-Officio Financial Secretary.

A quorum was established.

The President called for approval of the proposed agenda.  Mr. Morehead moved, seconded by Mr. Stepps, that the agenda be approved.  Motion passed 5–0.

The President called for approval of the minutes of previous meetings.  Mr. Stepps moved, seconded by Mrs. Hunt, that the minutes be approved.  Motion passed 5–0.

Mrs. Pam Winkler, District Treasurer and Bookkeeper, presented the financial report for the month ending June 30, 2005.  Balance shown in the ledger was provided as being $5,420,148.84.  The amount available for operating was provided as being $1,236,202.00; building fund as $3,275,060.00; Federal funds as $759,138.00; activity fund as $80,311.00; the cafeteria fund as $69,438.00; bringing the total of all funds to $5,420,149.00.  Mr. Stepps moved, seconded by Mr. Morehead that the financial report be approved.  Motion passed 5–0. 

The Board went into Executive Session.

Upon return from Executive Session, the President called for recommendations from the Executive Session.

The Superintendent recommended that the resignation be accepted of Ms. Latonya Stokes as district secretary/receptionist/Student Data Processor.  Mr. Stepps moved, seconded by Mrs. Hunt, that the recommendation be approved.  Motion passed 4-0.
The Superintendent recommended that the following persons be hired:  Mr. William Powell-secondary social studies; Mrs. Donna Palmer-middle school teacher; Ms. Laquetta Mickens as secretary to the High School Dean of Students and Mrs. Marcia Mays-Pre-K instructor.  Mr. Morehead moved, seconded by Mr. Stepps, that the recommendation be approved.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Superintendent recommended that the contracts of the elementary and middle school counselors be extended by two weeks.  Mr. Stepps moved, seconded by Mr. Morehead, that the recommendation be approved.  Motion passed 5-0.

Mr. Harley Cox and Mr. Benny Hatcher, representing Select Constructors, project managers for the District’s building project , provided information relevant to the timeline for completion of the additional classrooms for the Dollarway High School.  Mr. Cox indicated that if all goes well, the building is scheduled for completion on January 26, 2006.  He also provided some information relating to the delay in starting the project as well as some other interruptions.

The President called for approval of the extra duty pay information included in Board packets.  Mr. Morehead moved, seconded by Mrs. Hunt, that the payments be approved.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Superintendent recommended that the Board approve the bread proposal presented by Bobby Hamilton and the milk proposal presented by Hiland Dairy.  Mr. Stepps moved, seconded by Mrs. Hunt, that the recommendation be approved.  Motion passed 5-0.
Representatives from Living Hope Behavioral Management Service Providers presented information relating to the services to be provided to the district at each school site.  The presenters requested meeting space and internet access at each of four ( 4) sites to conduct its behavioral interventions services.  Mr. Morehead moved, seconded by Mrs. Hunt, that the recommendation be approved.  Mr. Wolfe added that a 90 day escape clause be added to the approval/agreement.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Superintendent recommended that the Board approve the school application of a student transferring from the Pine Bluff School District.  Mr. Stepps moved, seconded by Mrs. Hunt, that the “School Choice” application be approved.  Motion passed 5-0.
The Superintendent recommended that the high school counselor’s contract be extended from 10 months to 11 months.  Mr. Morehead moved, seconded by Mr. Stepps, that the recommendation be approved.  Motion passed 3-2.  Mr. Wolfe and Mr. Tisdale voted against the motion.

The Superintendent recommended that the elementary secretaries’ contracts be extended by 2 weeks.  Mr. Stepps moved, seconded by Mr. Morehead, that the recommendation be approved.  Motion passed 5-0.
The Superintendent requested that the Board approve the following transfers:  Ms. Diane Fennell-Johnson from instructional aide to Townsend Park-North Secretary; Mrs. Amy Church from Townsend Park-North secretary to Dollarway Middle School secretary, and Mrs. Jeanie Wooten from Dollarway Middle School secretary to the Central Office as secretary/receptionist/Student Information Systems Coordinator.  Mr. Stepps moved, seconded by Mrs. Hunt, that the recommendation be approved.  Motion passed 5-0.
The Superintendent recommended that the Board approve the increase of the salary for the payroll clerk by $1.00/hour.  Mr. Morehead moved, seconded by Mr. Tisdale, that the recommendation be approved.  Motion passed 5-0.

Dr. Pearly Stepps, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, provided a detailed presentation relating to student performances on the ITBS and the end-of-course literacy performance.  Handouts were provided with details and explanation for the Board.  A series of questions, responses and comments followed.

The floor was opened to the DEA.

The floor was opened to the PPC.
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas Gathen, Superintendent
Ex-Officio Financial Secretary
